WISCONSIN MEDICAID

UPDATE

MAY 23, 1997
UPDATE 97-17

TO:

Hospitals (Offsite Therapy
Services)

Occupational Therapists

Physical Therapists

Rehabilitation Agencies

Therapy Groups

Physical and Occupational Therapy CPT and
HCPCS Code Changes - Effective July 1, 1997

This Update replaces past
information

This Update covers the following Current
Procedural Terminology (CPT) code and
other changes that are effective for dates
of service on and after July 1, 1997.

Wisconsin Medicaid requires Medicaid-
certified physical therapists, occupational
therapists, therapy groups, and
rehabilitation agencies to use the updated
codes for requesting prior authorization
and billing Wisconsin Medicaid for
physical therapy (PT) and occupational
therapy (OT) services.

Refer to Attachments 1 and 2 for a
summary of the changes (highlighted in
italics) and complete list of Medicaid
procedure codes for OT and PT services.

Attachments 1 and 2 replace the
attachments in Update 96-39 for OT and
PT services. Physical therapists need to
use Attachment 1 and 2 of this Update as
well as Appendix 4 in the PT handbook
(Part D, Division ).

New CPT procedure code

Wisconsin Medicaid added the new
procedure code 90901 (OT and PT),

“biofeedback training by any modality (15
minutes).” The code is effective for dates
of service on and after July 1, 1997.

Use procedure code 90901 to request
prior authorization and submit claims for
biofeedback services for dates of service
on and after July 1, 1997.

Codes replace deleted CPT
procedure codes

For dates of service on and after July 1,
1997, Wisconsin Medicaid no longer pays
for services under deleted and obsolete
PT and OT CPT procedure codes 90900
“biofeedback training” and 97521
“prosthetic training.” Instead, use
procedure code 90901 “biofeedback
training by any modality” for the deleted
code 90900. Use procedure code 97520
“prosthetic training, upper and/or lower
extremities” (OT and PT) for code 97521.

Other changes and
clarifications

Changed procedure code
description and unit of service

The CPT changed the description and unit
service/time increment for procedure code
97520 (OT and PT) to “Prosthetic training,
upper and/or lower extremities, each 15
minutes.”

Issued by Bureau of Health Care Financing, Division of Health, Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services
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Changed daily service limits
Wisconsin Medicaid limits coverage of
some procedures to a specified number
per day. We changed the daily service
limits for the codes 97520 “prosthetic
training, upper and/or lower extremities”
(OT) and 94667 “manipulation chest wall”
and 97520 “prosthetic training, upper
and/or lower extremities”(PT). Refer to
Attachments 1 and 2 for the service limits.

Correcting recipient copayments as
a result of procedure code time
increment changes

Wisconsin Medicaid corrected the
recipient copayment amounts due to
changes in the procedure code time
increments. The copayment changes are
for:

OT codes:
« 97150 “therapeutic procedure(s).”

« 97250 “myofascial release/soft tissue
mobilization.”

+ Q0109 “occupational therapy
evaluation.”

o Q0110 “occupational therapy
reevaluation.”

PT codes:
e 94668 “manipulation chest wall.”

« 97250 “prosthetic training, upper
and/or lower extremities.”

« Q0103 “physical therapy evaluation.”

« Q0104 “physical therapy re-
evaluation.”

Refer to Attachments 1 and 2 for the
copayments.

Reminder that therapy assistants
may not perform certain procedures
Wisconsin Medicaid’s existing policy does
not allow therapy assistants to perform
certain procedures such as evaluations,
as listed in Attachments 1 and 2.

Prior authorization

Use the code changes for all prior
authorization requests

Use the new code changes for all new
prior authorization and spell of illness
(SOI) requests for dates of service on and
after July 1, 1997. Wisconsin Medicaid
will not authorize or pay for services under
deleted codes for dates of services on and
after June 30, 1997.

Do not use the code changes when
requesting retroactive coverage for dates
of service before July 1, 1997.

What to do for approved prior
authorizations that include deleted
or changed codes

For prior authorizations approved with
procedure codes that are deleted or
changed effective July 1, 1997, you may
do one of the following:

v Amend the prior authorization to reflect
the code changes.

v Request a new prior authorization
reflecting the code changes.

Wisconsin Medicaid will accept requests
for amendments and new prior
authorizations using the code changes
beginning June 1, 1997. Refer to Update
95-25 for instructions on how to amend
prior authorizations.

Continue to submit claims for prior
authorized services under the deleted
codes for dates of service on and before
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June 30, 1997. For dates of service on
and after July 1, 1997, Wisconsin
Medicaid will not pay for prior authorized
services under deleted codes.

Continue using Medicaid modifiers
Continue to use the Medicaid modifiers to
request prior authorization and to bill
Medicaid for PT/OT services.

Refer to Update 95-38 for more
information on modifiers. The modifiers
are:

« Modifier “OT” for occupational therapy.

« Modifier “PT” for physical therapy.

Corrected terminology
regarding physical therapist
assistants

Under HFS 105.27(2), Wis. Admin. Code,
the correct terminology for PT assistants
is “physical therapist assistants.” Physical
therapists, please note this correction in
your Medicaid Provider Handbook Part P,
Division Il, for PT Services. Wisconsin
Medicaid will include this change when
handbook replacement pages are
published.

POH 1561
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